American Electric Power and National
Hunting Organizations Provide
Opportunity for Disabled Sportsmen
McCONNELSVILLE,OH–Outdoor enthusiasts with disabilities will have the
opportunity to hunt deer, participate in various field activities, and create lasting
memories and friendships this fall during a special deer hunting event for
disabled sportsmen according to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources
(ODNR) Division of Wildlife.
The AEP Ohio NWTF Wolf Creek Chapter Wheelin’ Sportsmen Ultimate TeamUp special deer hunt will be conducted on October 19 and 20 with the events
activities at the Clarence E. Miller Armory while the participants will be hunting
on land known as the AEP ReCreation Land near McConnelsville. The “Ultimate
Team-Up” is a program developed by the National Wild Turkey Federation
(NWTF). Participants do not have to be confined to wheelchairs and the event is
open to applicants with any type of physically challenging disability. An
experienced guide will offer whatever assistance may be needed in the field.
Sponsored by American Electric Power, NWTF Wheelin’ Sportsmen, NWTF Wolf
Creek Chapter, and the Ohio Division of Wildlife, this award-winning event will
host approximately 40 to 45 hunters.
To be considered for participation in the event, interested hunters must submit
their names and subsequent information no later than August 28. For
registration information, contact Dave Dingey at (740) 962-1205 or Brian Cox at
(740) 962-1215.
Hunters in the event must meet necessary Ohio licensing requirements, but do
not need to be experienced in deer hunting. Each hunter will be partnered with
an experienced and capable hunting guide, which will make their hunting trip
memorable, educational, and, hopefully, successful.
This special hunting event is designed to promote education, good health,
character, sportsmanship, recreation, self-esteem, and disability awareness.
Those interested in becoming a sponsor for this event can contact Dave Dingey at
(740) 962-1205.
- ODNR Press Release

Drawings to be Held for Controlled
Waterfowl Hunting Opportunities
FINDLAY,OH– Waterfowl hunters are invited to participate in special drawings
for controlled hunting opportunities, according to the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources (ODNR), Division of Wildlife.
The drawing dates and times are as follows:
Magee Marsh Wildlife Area Early Teal and Goose HuntA drawing will be held at the Magee Marsh on Wednesday, August 15 at 6:30 p.m.
Registration is from 5:00 p.m. to 6:20 p.m. at the Magee Marsh Check Station,
13229 W. State Route 2, Oak Harbor.
Pipe Creek Wildlife Area Early Teal and Goose HuntA drawing will be held atOsbornPark on Thursday, August 16 at 6:30 p.m.
Registration is from 5:00 p.m. to 6:20 p.m. atOsbornPark,3910 Perkins Ave.,
Huron.
East Sandusky Bay Metro Park Early Teal and Goose HuntA drawing will be held atOsbornPark on Thursday, August 16 at 6:30 p.m.
Registration is from 5:00 p.m. to 6:20 p.m. atOsbornPark,3910 Perkins Ave.,
Huron.
Adult participants are required to present their current or previous year’s Ohio
Wetland Stamp or Resident Hunting License. Youth Hunters are required to
bring their 2011 or 2012 Resident Youth Hunting License to be eligible to
participate in the drawings.
For more information onOhio's wildlife resources, call 1-800-WILDLIFE or visit
wildohio.com on the web.
- ODNR Press Release

More Than 24 Million Fish to be Stocked in
Ohio Waterways for 2012
Muskellunge, channel catfish, blue catfish and brown trout
yet to be stocked this year
COLUMBUS, OH - The 2012 production season for the Division of Wildlife’s six
state fish hatcheries is off to a great start, according to the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources’ (ODNR) Division of Wildlife.
More than 23 million sport fish have been stocked statewide thus far with late
summer and fall stockings yet to be completed. Unusually warm temperatures in
early spring accelerated egg take and required fish management personnel to
adapt quickly to the unexpected weather.
“Our hatchery staff has been really busy this year, and we are very happy with our
production so far,” said Tim Parrett, fish hatchery program administrator with
the Division of Wildlife. “The ultimate goal at the end of the day is for our anglers
to have success.”
Hatchery crews began the stocking season in early March with catchable rainbow
trout that kicked off the fishing season for many outdoor enthusiasts. These trout
stockings continued through April with many of the stockings coinciding with
youth or other special events, providing opportunities for beginning or novice
anglers.
Walleye and saugeye were distributed statewide in April and May. Ohio’s saugeye
program is very popular with inland anglers. This hybrid, a cross between female
walleye and male sauger, has been stocked in many of Ohio’s inland lakes since
the late 1970s. Saugeye have created a fishery in lakes where walleye stockings
proved unsuccessful. Both saugeye and walleye are excellent table fare.
Steelhead are stocked in select tributaries of Lake Erie in April and May, and they
were raised at the newly renovated Castalia State Fish Hatchery. This facility is
the only steelhead hatchery operated by the Division of Wildlife. Ohio’s steelhead
fishery is among the best in the Great Lakes region, attracting anglers from across
the country.
Hybrid striped bass and yellow perch finished off this spring’s stockings. Late
summer and fall plans include muskellunge, channel catfish, blue catfish and
brown trout, further adding to the diversity of opportunities available for anglers.

Public Comment Encouraged on Fish and
Wildlife Rules
Open houses will be held Aug. 11
COLUMBUS,OH– The Ohio Department of Natural Resources’ (ODNR) Division
of Wildlife is holding open house meetings in all five districts to discuss proposed
rule changes toOhio’s fish and wildlife rules. The meetings will be Saturday, Aug.
11, from 12–3 p.m. and are open to the public.
“Ohio’s anglers, hunters, trappers and wildlife enthusiast are encouraged to
provide their input on any rule being considered for change,” said Scott Zody,
chief of ODNR’s Division of Wildlife.
Rule proposals encompass new rules for wild animal hunting preserves,
commercial bird shooting preserves and wild cervidaes to align with recently
enacted legislation (House Bill 389). The rule package also includes proposals to
define the geographical limits on reservoirs and bag limits on selected fish
species.
Also proposed is a modification to the fish fillet rule. The following changes are
proposed: fillets must be kept whole until an angler reaches their permanent
residence or until the fish are prepared for immediate consumption; there will be
no requirement to keep any skin on them; and this rule will not apply to anglers
with a receipt from a fish cleaning house or charter captain which states the date,
number and species of fish.
Each open house location will have a fish and wildlife biologist, as well as law
enforcement officers available to answer questions. For those customers who are
unable to attend an open house, comments will be accepted online at
www.wildohio.com. The form will be available now until Aug. 12.
Public input gathered at these open houses and through the online comments will
be forwarded to the division's central office and considered during the
formulation of regulations.
Open house locations include:
Central Ohio- District One Wildlife Office,1500 Dublin Road,Columbus. For more
information, call 614-644-3925;
Northwest Ohio- District Two Wildlife Office,952 Lima Avenue,Findlay. For more
information, call 419-424-5000;

Youth-Only Fishing Ponds Improve
Chance of Success
Anglers age 15 and younger are encouraged to enjoy stocked fishing areas
COLUMBUS, OH – Beginning June 30, five state-owned ponds across Ohio will
be stocked with fish and designated as family-friendly fishing areas for youth
only. Young anglers are encouraged to bring their family and enjoy these fishing
areas
throughout
the
summer.
“This is an excellent way to encourage kids to spend time outdoors and fish in a
stocked pond,” said Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Director
James Zehringer. “We hope many families take advantage of this opportunity to
create
fishing
memories.”
The designated youth-only fishing areas will be at Sycamore State Park, west of
Dayton; Delaware State Park, north of Delaware; Maumee Bay State Park, east of
Toledo; Caesar Creek State Park, southwest of Xenia; and the Wildlife District
Three
youth
fishing
ponds
in
Akron.
Special youth events will be held on June 30 and Aug. 25 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. for
anglers 15 years-old and younger. Bait and assistance from volunteers will be
provided at no charge on these dates. Youth are encouraged to bring their fishing
poles; however, poles will be available during these events. All young anglers
must be accompanied by a parent or guardian while at the youth events, but
adults are not required to have a fishing license. Adults are not allowed to fish in
the youth area, but they may assist their young anglers. Picnic tables and
restroom facilities are available, and young anglers are encouraged to wear hats
and sunglasses to protect themselves while casting their lines.
State park ponds will be stocked with catchable channel catfish and hybrid
bluegill just prior to each youth-only fishing event and will be open daily. The
Wildlife District Three youth fishing ponds will be routinely stocked and open
every weekend through Labor Day. Youth may keep one fish per day from the
ponds.
These family-friendly youth-only fishing events and areas are partially funded by
the purchases of Ohio fishing licenses and federal contributions from the Sport
Fish Restoration Fund.
- ODNR Press Release

Ohio Hunters Harvest More Than 17,000 Turkeys
During Spring Hunt
Ashtabula County again leads the harvest
COLUMBUS, OH- Hunters checked 17,647 wild turkeys during Ohio's four-week
statewide spring turkey hunting season that ended May 20, according to the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources’ (ODNR) Division of Wildlife. The preliminary
total represents a three percent decrease over last year's harvest number of
18,162.
Ashtabula County again led the state in the number of turkeys killed with 762.
Counties with additional high harvest numbers were: Ashtabula-762,
Tuscarawas-531, Guernsey-495, Coshocton-492, Muskingum-486, Belmont-456,
Knox-451, Harrison-450, Trumbull-428 and Adams-420.
The Division of Wildlife estimates that more than 70,000 people hunted turkeys
during the season. Prior to the start of the spring hunting season, state wildlife
biologists estimated the wild turkey population in Ohio to be more than 180,000
birds.
Wild turkeys were nearly eliminated in Ohio before being reintroduced in the
mid-1950s by the Division of Wildlife. The first spring turkey hunting season
opened in 1966. Wild turkeys are now present in all 88 counties.
Turkey hunters are reminded that hunting licenses purchased now are also valid
during the 2012 fall hunting season. Spring turkey permits are good for spring
season only. Those participating in the fall turkey season will need to buy a fall
turkey permit. The 2012-2013 licenses will not be printed on weatherproof paper.
Sportsmen and women should protect their licenses and permits from the
elements by carrying them in a protective pouch or wallet.
Editor’s Note: Preliminary spring turkey season results for 2012 are listed. The
2011 final totals are shown in parentheses.
Adams: 420 (502); Allen: 45 (45); Ashland: 237 (224); Ashtabula: 762 (700);
Athens: 335 (367); Auglaize: 34 (36); Belmont: 456 (435); Brown: 350 (428);
Butler: 184 (200); Carroll: 385 (349); Champaign: 87 (87); Clark: 18 (17);
Clermont: 338 (420); Clinton: 60 (75); Columbiana: 410 (394); Coshocton: 492
(443); Crawford: 77 (85); Cuyahoga: 2 (4); Darke: 52 (43); Defiance: 218 (227);
Delaware: 126 (131); Erie: 60 (52); Fairfield: 111 (90); Fayette: 6 (5); Franklin: 21
(23); Fulton: 92 (90); Gallia: 289 (370); Geauga: 276 (300); Greene: 20 (23);
Guernsey: 495 (498); Hamilton: 119 (139); Hancock: 23 (31); Hardin: 88 (74);
Harrison: 450 (474); Henry: 32 (35); Highland: 402 (438); Hocking: 296 (283);

Hunters Bag Nearly 8,900 Wild Turkeys
During First Week of Spring Season
Season open until May 20
COLUMBUS, OH - Ohio hunters harvested a preliminary total of 8,898 bearded
wild turkeys during the first week of the spring turkey-hunting season, which is
open statewide through May 20, according to the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources (ODNR) Division of Wildlife. Last year hunters checked 7,744 wild
turkeys during the first week of the season. Top counties for wild turkeys killed
last week were:
Ashtabula-315, Guernsey-276, Tuscarawas-269, Coshocton-266, Muskingum265, Belmont-262, Meigs 223, Knox-221, Harrison-220 and Adams-213.
The Division of Wildlife estimates that more than 70,000 people will hunt
turkeys during the four-week season. Legal hunting hours are one-half hour
before sunrise until noon from April 23 to May 6. Hunting hours from May 7-20
will be a half hour before sunrise to sunset. Ohio's wild turkey population was
estimated at 180,000 prior to the start of the spring season. A special youth-only
hunt for hunters age 17 and younger was held statewide on April 21-22. Young
hunters killed an additional 1,632 birds statewide. Only bearded wild turkeys may
be taken during the spring hunting season. A hunter is required to check in their
turkey by 11:30 p.m. on the day of harvest. Hunters with the proper permits may
take a limit of two bearded gobblers during the four-week season, but not more
than one wild turkey per day. Hunters must report their turkey harvest, but they
are no longer required to take their turkey to a check station for physical
inspection. Instead, hunters have three options to complete the new automated
game check:
* Online at wildohio.com (http://wildohio.com/) or
ohiogamecheck.com (http://ohiogamecheck.com/) ;
* By telephone at 877-TAG-ITOH (877-824-4864). This option is only
available to those who are required to have a turkey permit to hunt turkeys; and
* At all license agents. A list of these agents can be found at wildohio.com
(http://wildohio.com/) .
Game-check transactions will be available online and by telephone seven days a
week and during holidays. License agents locations will be available for turkey

Ohio Wildlife Council Hears 2012-2013 Hunting Regulations
Proposals
September 1 is the proposed kick-off date for the state's fall hunting season
beginning with
squirrel and dove hunting. Other proposed hunting and trapping rules will be
similar to those now in effect, with only slight changes to fall and spring hunting
dates.
Hunters age 17 and under are proposed access to hunt statewide for rabbit,
pheasant and all other legal game in season during two designated weekends,
October 20-21 and 27-28. Spring youth turkey season is proposed for April 20-21,
2013.
The remainder of the proposals concerning Ohio's white-tailed deer hunting will
be heard during a separate Wildlife Council meeting on February 8.
Open houses will be held on Saturday, March 3 in each of the state's five wildlife
districts to provide the public an opportunity to view and discuss proposed
hunting and trapping regulations with state wildlife officials. Directions to the
open houses can be found at wildohio.com or by calling 1-800-WILDLIFE.
A statewide hearing on all of the proposed rules will be held at the Division of
Wildlife’s
District One office on Thursday, March 8 at 9 a.m.. The office is located at 1500
Dublin Road in Columbus.
After considering public input, the Ohio Wildlife Council will vote on the
proposed rules and season dates during its April 4 meeting.

Final Numbers are in for Ohio's 2011-12 White-tailed Deer Season
COLUMBUS, OH - The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Division
of Wildlife announced that 219,698 deer were taken during Ohio's 2011-12
hunting season,
compared to 239,379 in the 2010-11 season. The top three counties with the
highest number of deer taken this season were: Coshocton, Licking and
Tuscarawas. Hunters showed support for the two new methods of gamereporting that were made available this year. Since deer season began on Sept.
24, 2011, 44 percent of hunters called in their numbers, 36 percent reported their
numbers online and 20 percent traveled to a license agent’s location to report
their game.
Ohio's first modern day deer-gun season opened in 1943 in three counties, and
hunters
reported 168 deer. In 1956, deer hunting was allowed in all 88 counties, and
hunters harvested 3,911 deer during a one-week season. The white-tailed deer is
the most popular game animal in Ohio and is frequently pursued by generations
of hunters. Ohio ranks eighth nationally in annual hunting-related sales and 10th
in the number of jobs associated with the hunting-related industry. Each year,
hunting has an $859 million economic impact in Ohio through the sale of
equipment, fuel, food, lodging and more. The Ohio Department of Natural
Resources ensures a balance between wise use and protection of our natural
resources for the benefit of all.
The following is a list of deer checked by hunters during the 2011-12 four-month
deer hunting season. Deer season dates for 2011-2012: Sept. 24, 2011, through
Feb. 5, 2012. Numbers for 2010-11 are listed in parentheses.
Adams - 4,208 (3,914), Licking - 7,275 (7,818), Allen - 1,037 (1,291), Logan 2,283 (2,315), Ashland - 2,894 (3,334), Lorain - 2,422 (2,742), Ashtabula - 4,645
(5,331), Lucas - 705 (678), Athens - 4,385 (4,256), Madison - 548 (591), Auglaize
- 731 (737), Mahoning - 1,889 (1,930), Belmont - 4,785 (5,245), Marion - 830
(964), Brown - 3,068 (3,377), Medina - 2,030 (2,121), Butler - 1,583 (1,650),
Meigs - 4,000 (3,974), Carroll - 4,751 (5,721), Mercer - 625 (652), Champaign 1,613 (1,703),Miami - 827 (865), Clark - 930 (967), Monroe - 3,727 (3,991),
Clermont - 3,301 (3,721), Montgomery - 676 (663), Clinton - 1,015 (1,101),
Morgan - 3,513 (3,742), Columbiana - 3,843 (4,627), Morrow - 1,898 (2,143),
Coshocton - 7,969 (8,837), Muskingum - 6,630 (7,129), Crawford - 1,110 (1,234),
Noble - 3,936 (4,222), Cuyahoga - 691 (625), Ottawa - 416 (404), Darke - 819
(842), Paulding - 1,126 (1,440), Defiance - 1,757 (2,042), Perry - 3,552 (3,877),
Delaware - 1,943 (2,121), Pickaway - 1,049 (1,201), Erie - 688 (916), Pike - 2,367
(2,304), Fairfield - 2,741 (3,058), Portage - 2,701 (2,726), Fayette - 282 (333),
Preble - 999 (940), Franklin - 846 (827), Putnam - 732 (917), Fulton - 844
(1,029), Richland - 4,038 (4,690), Gallia - 3,435 (3,553), Ross - 3,741 (3,864),
Geauga - 2,421 (2,458), Sandusky - 766 (799), Greene - 1,073 (1,073), Scioto 2,882 (2,809), Guernsey - 6,430 (6,989), Seneca - 1,609 (1,988), Hamilton -

Wildlife Council Hears Proposals for 2012-13 Deer Hunting Seasons
Changes would allow hunters until noon the following day to check in their deer
COLUMBUS, OH – Seven west-central Ohio counties are proposed to move from
deer Zone A to Zone B, according to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources
(ODNR), Division of Wildlife. Auglaize, Darke, Mercer, Miami, Montgomery,
Preble and Shelby counties would make the transition from deer Zone A to deer
Zone B. Also, Madison
County, currently in Zone B, would move to Zone A. Also proposed,
antlerless deer permits could no longer be used the first week of deer
gun season in Zone C. The antlerless permits would be valid until Nov. 25 in
deer Zones A, B and C. This is a return to regulations adopted in 2007.
Deer hunters would have until noon the following day to complete the automated
game check process. The only exception would be on the last day of any season
when automated game check must be completed by 11:30 p.m.
A hunter may take only one buck in Ohio, regardless of zone, hunting method or
season.
Either a $15 antlerless deer permit or $24 either-sex deer permit and a valid
hunting
license are required to hunt deer in Ohio.
Proposed Bag Limits Deer bag limits are Zone specific by permit type. A hunter may take
one deer from Zone A, two deer from Zone B, and three deer from
Zone C during the entire 2012-2013 season using the either-sex deer
permit - only one antlered deer may be taken regardless of Zone.
Additionally, a hunter may take one antlerless deer from Zone A, and two
antlerless deer from Zone B, and three antlerless deer from Zone C during the
archery season from
Sept. 29 to Nov. 25 using the antlerless deer permit.
Those hunting in urban units and at Division of Wildlife-authorized controlled
hunts can use the antlerless deer permits during all deer hunting seasons. These
hunters would again have a six-deer bag limit, and those deer would not count
against the hunter's zone bag limit.
Proposed Seasons and Dates for 2012-13 -

